
Behavioral Health Advisory Council of Virginia 

2104 Laburnum Ave 

Richmond, VA 23227 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF AUGUST 21, 2013 

 

I. Attendance 
Present: Wayne Barry, Sherry Confer, Katharine Hunter, Livia Jansen, 

Margaret Anne Lane, Rhonda Thissen, William Williams, Anthony Duncan, 

Lynn DelaMer, Richard Gilbert, Heather Seaman, Becky Sterling, Mary Aab, 

Susan Fletcher, Amanda Rode. 

Absent: Catharine Harrison, Susan Williams, Lisa Moore, Anne Edgerton, 

Bonnie Neighbour, Jane Ellis, Tammy Farmer, Shatada Floyd-White, 

Shannon Haworth, Mira Signer. 

 

II. Guests 

Arnold Woodruff, Sarah Rudden, Mary Beth Walsh, Lynne Crammer, James 

Williams, Beth Drapen, Chris Cavaliere, Kathryn Merritt. 

 
III. Opening Of Business 

President Becky Sterling called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. 

 

IV. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Margaret Anne Lane recommended changes. On the second page George 

Banks is from the Office of Behavioral Health Services. Also on the second 

page the sentence starting with “Rhonda requested…” needs to be deleted 

because it was a repeat. Under the financial report Margaret needs to be 

changed to Margaret Anne. Sherry Confer recommended under the DMAS 

presentation to add “which is to manage Medicaid reimbursed behavioral 

health services. The contract helps DMAS to further….” Under the DBHDS 

Report, take out the word “state” from Jason Lowe’s e-mail. Rhonda 

proposed that Sarah start sending the draft minutes to Margaret Anne Lane 

to assist with corrections and there were no objections. Susan Fletcher 



motioned to approved minutes; Rhonda Thissen seconded. There were no 

objections and the council approved the minutes. 

 

V. Welcome, Introductions, Public Comments, and Announcements 

Introductions were made around the room.  Rhonda Thissen commented 

that Bonnie Neighbour has now taken the place of Will Gallik and Bonnie’s 

previous position on the council has now opened up. Bonnie Neighbour 

was unable to attend this meeting because of a prior engagement. Rhonda 

also spoke about the new web site and encouraged council members to 

review it and reach her with comments or suggestions thru the contacts 

link on that site which is http://www.dbhds.virginia.gov/BHAC 

Mary Beth Walsh, representing NAMI, reported on the complaint made 

with respect to the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

It was announced that Wayne Barry will no longer be with this council. 

VI. Financial Report 

James Williams from MHAV attended in Anne Edgerton’s place and gave 

the report. Rhonda commented about the one-time carry-over of funds and 

wanted an update as to what the money is being used for. Becky Sterling 

proposed to accept the 2014 Budget; Rick motioned that the budget be 

accepted; Lynn DelaMer seconded, and the Budget was approved. 

 

VII. Council Updates 

Becky Sterling will send out an announcement on FOIA so everyone is 

informed. 

 

VIII. Committee Reports 

Becky asked for the Adult, Child, and Membership committees to meet. 

Subsequently, committee reports were given: 

Anthony spoke for the Child Services Committee.  He will be emailing latest 

revisions of questions to be included in the survey and expressed concern 

about how this information would be collected on site 

Rhonda responded that the same question had also come up in Adult 

Services Committee and that we are, for now, just creating questions which 



could be answered by interviews with 1) individuals; 2) focus groups; and 3) 

informal groups. Responses would return to the department thru their 

representative (Rhonda) and would then be included in the larger report to 

the agency being audited including results of the financial and program 

audit. Rhonda will ask the DBHDS Internal Audit Manager, Randy Sherrod, 

to speak at the next meeting so we can better understand their audit 

process  

Lynn Delamer made the Membership Committee report – Two (one was 

not present) candidates were asked to give a brief statement about 

themselves and their interest. 

Rick moved that Sarah Rudden be approved for an individual membership 

application outside of her role as BHAC administrator, to which there was 

no objection. 

Candidate Beth Drapen spoke of her interest in recovery in Virginia and that 

she brings knowledge of financial systems and personal knowledge of the 

mental health recovery delivery system. 

Candidate Kathryn Merritt spoke of her authoring books on domestic 

violence and her desire to become an advocate and ‘lobbyist’ for mental 

health issues with the legislature. 

Break for lunch at 12pm 

 

IX. DMAS Report 

Sherry Confer talked about Magellan engaging in provider and community 

forums that are open to public. 

  

X. Presentations 

Rick Gilbert gave a presentation on Mental Health First Aid. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

Rick motioned for adjournment, which was seconded by Rhonda Thissen, 

and the meeting was adjourned 2:19. 


